THE AMERICAN NOVEL

with overfeeding and slowed its march. It was dead-alive. Men
ought to be full of vitality, full of beauty and heroism, Ander-
son went beyond the revolt from the village to an imaginative
criticism of the whole American world. But he did not out-
grow his earlier confusions. His revolt and his criticism were
hardly more than a warning to men not to be too sure and
smug in their opinions. After a while, this seemed negative
and tenuous. He retired in 1925 to Virginia, became a country
editor, and put less of himself into his books, though he still
puzzled over how to get at what was true and simple in human
life and to make it clear.

The village invented by Zona Gale (1874-1938) of Wis-
consin to be the setting for Friendship Village (1908) and
Friendship Village Love Stories (1909), was one of the sweet-
est of all literary villages. Its views of life were rosy as well as
homely, and happy endings were orthodox in its stories of
self-reliance and self-sacrifice. But Birth (1918) told the story
of a man who in spite of a good heart is always inept and
unlucky and who bores all who can be bored. No miracle
comes to reward him for his genuine merits. Born a blunderer,
he dies one. It implied a kind of revolution in village fiction
that Zona Gale at no point sweetened or softened her story.
In an American village, no less than elsewhere, good hearts
might not be enough. In Miss Lulu Bett (1920) she brought
a delicate malice to bear on the story of the heroine, who is
a dim drudge in the house of her silly sister and her sister's
pompous husband, but who has a brief adventure into free-
dom and comes back, though temporarily defeated, better for
her rebellion, Zona Gale did not pile up accusations against
the town of Warbleton in general She concerned herself
principally with the tedious affectations of the Deacon house-
hold. "In the conversations of Dwight and Ina," the husband
and wife, "you saw the historical home forming in clots in
the fluid wash of the community/' With a spare plot and a
staccato style Zona Gale set forth a lively, intelligent drama